Strange Bedfellows: Social Networks, Traditional Media and ISPs

It is difficult to deny that Twitter has an impact on world events.  According to Foreign Policy Magazine the U.S. Department of State asked Twitter to delay scheduled maintenance during the “Iranian Protests” last year in order to encourage coordination on behalf of the protesters using the social tool. 
Our own RSS feeds seem to confirm what the punditry (and foreign policy) are constantly alluding to: that social networks like Twitter and Facebook have a growing impact on the way news is reported and captured in today’s society. The term “Strange Bedfellows” is a reference to the growing interplay and tension between these new “sources” for news (whether reported on or reacted to), classic media outlets (including the way they utilize these new networks) and the larger and more centralized role ISP’s have in ensuring access to this content.
Are Twitter, and it’s related social media networks, reliable sources of news? Some would argue strongly--yes. These proponents have largely relied on the fact that editorial bias can be removed and information can be gathered and observed in real-time. Arguably, the collective Internet has witnessed the “soul” of the country articulated on networks such as Twitter, when events such as Michael Jackson's death and the BP Oil Spill, flow out of our national consciousness and, seemingly, directly onto our social feeds. 

However, for the many positives inherent in that process-there are stakeholders who push back. They argue, even though the information is captured in real-time, it lacks editorial review that traditional news-sources can offer. Mix into all of this discussion the fact that these traditional news-sources, such as The New York Times and Wall Street Journal, have extremely active social networking presence. 

This panel seeks to examine what the healthy role of social networks and traditional media, how they are interrelated and to what degree one pushes the other.
Additionally, as information is pushed more and more online, in ways that allow greater user interaction, the spotlight shifts to the provider of the service. This panel additionally seeks to understand what roles ISP’s play in this equation. Is there now a pressing duty to keep the citizenry informed? Does the various constitutional and agency mandates apply to keeping the Internet up and running so that “we” may have an “informed citizenry?” Is there any check on the manner in which information is received by consumers on the Internet? Should there be?
Thus, at its core, this panel hopes to shed some light on the nexus between ISPs, social media networks and traditional news outlets with regard to the reporting and consumption of news the future impact of new rules, regulations and responsibilities.
